36.   SPEECH TO KHILAFAT VOLUNTEERS, CALCUTTA

September 10, 1921

On Saturday afternoon about 500 volunteers belonging to the Khilafat
Committee and the Burrabazar Congress Committee assembled at the residence
of Mr. C. R. Das when Mr. Gandhi, Maulana Mahomed AH and Pandit
Motilal Nehru inspected them. In addressing the volunteers Mr. Gandhi said
that he was very glad to see them. He believed that through the help of the
volunteers he would be able to win swaraj. He knew that the volunteers enlisted
themselves being prepared even to lay down their lives for the attainment of
swaraj, for Khilafat and the Punjab. He advised them to maintain discipline
... It had been complained to him by outsiders as well as by the Maiwaris
that the volunteers had some time been offensive. He very much regretted
such conduct on the part of volunteers, if they had really done so.

Referring to the picketing, Mr. Gandhi said that they would continue
doing so but that must be tempered with kindness, courtesy and friendly feeling.
They would not do anything which would hurt the feeling of anybody as
otherwise they would do the greatest harm and mischief to the cause.

Speaking of the apprehended arrest of All Brothers, he said that he knew
that his two Brothers were soon going to be arrested and imprisoned and he
hoped that if such a thing came to pass the volunteers should not be excited
over the matter and should keep their passions under control . . . ,

Amrita Bazar Patrika, 11-9-1921

37.   INTERVIEW TO THE PRESS

[On or before September 11, 192I\

Interviewed by a press representative as to the published versions of the
interview1 between Dr. Rabindranath Tagore and Mr. Gandhi the latter de-
clined to make any statement whatsoever saying that though there was nothing
secret about the interview, he questioned the right of the public to know all
that had happened at interviews between two public men. He declined to make
any statement also because he said that an attempt was made in all the
imaginary reports2 to discredit him and his cause, but he knew that both the
cause and himself were absolutely safe in the hands of the poet, the reports
notwithstanding.

Amrita Bazar Patrika, 11-9-1921

1 At Calcutta on September 6

2 For example in the report in The Statesman, 10-9-1921